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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sandberg (US Pat No: US005522045A). 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Sandberg teaches an apparatus, comprising: a data path 
output unit to output a packet header, the packet header including: a format field 
to partially specify the packet header format; and a type field to specify a 
transaction type (The first byte of a data packet is known as the header and it 
contains information about the data packet. This includes the data type, size and 
format (column 12, lines 54-56, Sandberg). The design inputs and outputs data 
packets). 

2. With regards to claims 2, 7, and 12, Sandberg teaches the apparatus, wherein 
the format field and the type field together specify the packet header format (The 
first byte of a data packet is known as the header and it contains information 
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about the data packet. This includes the data type, size and format (column 12, 
lines 54-56, Sandberg)). 

3. With regards to claims 3, 8 and 13, Sandberg teaches the apparatus, wherein the 
format field indicates the size of the packet header (The first byte of a data 
packet is known as the header and it contains information about the data packet. 
This includes the data type, size and format (column 12, lines 54-56, Sandberg)). 

4. With regards to claims 4, 9 and 14, Sandberg teaches the apparatus, wherein the 
format field further indicates whether the packet includes data (The first byte of a 
data packet is known as the header and it contains information about the data 
packet. This includes the data type, size and format (column 12, lines 54-56, 
Sandberg)). 

5. With regards to claims 5, 10 and 16, Sandberg teaches the apparatus, wherein 
the format field and the type field are located in the first byte of the packet header 
to be output by the data path output unit (The first byte of a data packet is known 
as the header and it contains information about the data packet. This includes 
the data type, size and format (column 12, lines 54-56, Sandberg)). 

6. With regards to claim 6, Sandberg teaches an apparatus, comprising: a data path 
input unit to receive a packet header, the packet header including: a format field 
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to partially specify the packet header format; and a type field to specify a 
transaction type (The first byte of a data packet is known as the header and it 
contains information about the data packet. This includes the data type, size and 
format (column 12, lines 54-56, Sandberg). The design inputs and outputs data 
packets). 

7. With regards to claim 1 1 , Sandberg teaches an system, comprising: a 
transmitting device to transmit a packet header, the packet header including a 
format field to partially specify the packet header format and a type field to 
specify a transaction type; and a receiving device couple to the transmitting 
device, the receiving device to receive the packet header (The first byte of a data 
packet is known as the header and it contains information about the data packet. 
This includes the data type, size and format (column 12, lines 54-56, Sandberg). 
The design inputs and outputs data packets). 

8. With regards to claim 1 5, Sandberg teaches the system wherein the transmitting 
device and the receiving device are coupled via a serial interface (Sandberg's 
design allows for serial network connections (column 7, lines 66-67, Sandberg)). 
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Remarks 



The claimed invention describes the header information of data packets. Such 
information has been known in the art since the formation of the TCP/IP protocol. 
Hence, the claimed invention lacks novelty. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on (571) 272-3896. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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